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Notable
Quotable

“Broadway has
been very good
to me. But then,
I've been very
good to
Broadway.”

~ Singer Ethel Merman,

born Jan.16, 1908

Janvary Horoscope and B8irthdays

In astrology, if you were born
between January 1 and 19, you
are a Goat of Capricorn. Goats
are the most stable and sure-
footed of astrological signs.
Economical, practical,
organized, and reliable, they
make good multitaskers and
politicians. Those born between
January 20 and 31 are Aquarian
Water Bearers. Aquarians have
attractive personalities, vivid
imaginations, strong intuition,
and
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a thirst for knowledge. They
also share a desire to help
humani and create unity.
Some of note:

J. R. R. Tolkien — Jan. 3, 1892
Soupy Sales - Jan. 8, 1926
Robert Stack — Jan. 13, 1919
Rakesh Sharma - Jan. 13, 1949
Ethel Merman - Jan. 16, 1908
Dolly Parton — Jan. 19, 1946
Neil Diamond - Jan. 24, 1941
Oprah Winfrey — Jan. 29, 1954
Jackie Robinson - Jan. 31,1919
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Celebrating
Janvary

Book BlitzMonth

International

Brain
Teaser Month

New Year’s Day
January 1

Someday We'll
Laugh About
This Week

January 2-8

Bobblehead Day
January 7

Make Your
Dream Come
True Day

January 13

Fresh Squeezed
Juice Week
January 18-24

Disc Jockey Day
January 20

Belly Laugh Day
January 24

Curmudgeons
Day
January 29
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In British English,
the letter Z is
pronounced zed.

The Power of Z

On the first day of the year, the
last shall be first. That’s the idea
behind Z Day, when all those
whose name begins with the
letter Z will flaunt alphabetical
order and put Z first.

It’'s an order that affects us all—
from seats in school to places in
line. But just where did
alphabetical order come from?
It's a 3,500-year-old mystery
that social scientist William Watt
believes he has solved. The
English alphabet, or at least

letters A through T, were
ordered by a Semitic scribe
living in modern-day Lebanon or
Syria around 1500 BC. Watt
believes the letters were
arranged according to where the
sounds are made in the mouth.
Letters with similar sounds were
separated so children wouldn’t
become confused as they
learned. Adding the letters U and
W in the 16th century meant
more bad news for Zach and
Zoe. As usual, they had to wait
for their final place in history.

In some myths,
dragons can
shapeshift into

humans or clouds.

(Or coffee foam?)

Winged Wonder

Why wait every 12 years for the
Chinese Year of the Dragon
when you can enjoy Appreciate a
Dragon Day every year on
January 16? These massive
flying, fire-breathing beasts are
impressive in and of themselves,
but perhaps even more
fascinating is how the belief in
dragons evolved independently
among ancient peoples living in
China, Europe, Australia, and the

Americas. Anthropologist David
E. Jones thought the widespread
belief in dragons grew from the
discovery of dinosaur fossils or
whalebones that seemed to back
up super-predator myths.

With real-life 18-foot Nile
crocodiles and eight-foot

Australian perentie lizards, it
seems that humans already

have lots of reptiles (the non-fire-
breathing variety) to wrangle.




